How to Build a High-Quality
AR-15 for Less Than $700
(Parts List Included)

To be clear, this list will help you build a high-quality, AR-15 for under $700 bucks. However, that does
NOT include sights or a scope. | do have recommendations for Excellent, low cost options below the

Parts List though.

Please Distribute This File Freely

Know someone who is looking to build a great AR-15 at a great price? Feel free to help them by sending

them this file.

You have my permission to distribute this file provided that all the content and links are left intact
without alteration or editing, and that proper credit and attributions are made to the author and his
website. This guide was created by Abe of AbesGunCave.com



http://abesguncave.com/

Abe's 3 rules of AR-15 Building

1. Save money on "non-essential" parts
2. Don't skimp on Essential Parts
3. Junkis very expensive.

Rule #1. Save money on Non-essential parts. To be frank, most of the parts on an AR-15 aren't very
essential to its operation. | don't mean the gun would work without them. | do mean they don't matter
too much when the gun is actually firing.

Your lower receiver and most of your lower parts kit (except the hammer & trigger obviously) actually
does very little when the gun is firing. Similarly the Gas Block, gas tube, hand guard, and upper parts like
the dust cover and forward assist have almost nothing to do with the operation of the weapon.

And that's good news.

It's good news because you don't have to spring for top-notch parts in those areas. Those parts you can
buy less expensively because they don't matter too much.

Rule #2. Don't Skimp on Essential Parts. The Bolt Carrier Group (BCG) and Upper Receiver are
absolutely the most important parts of the gun. | would make sure you get a high Quality BCG and
Upper receiver.

Slightly less important are the charging handle, barrel, buffer tube, buffer weight, and buffer spring.
These need to be of decent quality, but they aren't as important as the Upper Receiver or BCG. Don't
skimp on these parts, but don't spend a fortune either.

Rule #3 Junk is Expensive. Cheap parts suck. On my first AR-15 build, the charging handle was so bad
that after a dozen times charging the weapon, it locked up. The finish had started coming off and it
would bind so badly you couldn't charge the weapon. | won't even start on what was wrong with the
Upper Receiver.

| learned my lesson.

Please learn from my experience. Junk is expensive, so don't ever buy junk.



The Lower Receiver

Believe it or not, the Lower Receiver matters very little in an AR-15 - provided it's made from forged
aluminum. | would stay away from Billet because it's usually more expensive and not as strong as
forged. Similarly, the carbon fiber and polymer lowers usually aren't strong enough for serious
consideration.

Probably the best place to get a Stripped Lower is your local gun store.

Once transfer fees and shipping are added, it usually cheaper to just get one locally. You'll have to go to
the gun shop anyway to pick it up anyway. Why not support a local business while saving money? If
you don't want to get it locally, | have a link in the parts list below.



Parts List

Misc Websites - $110

Gun-Tec Ultra Lightweight Thin (Free-floated) Handguard - MLOK - $80 (free S&H)

Most of Gun-Tec's stuff falls firmly in the "junk" category, but these rails are an exception. This is the
10", which is the ideal length for a mid-length Gas system. This is a free floated hand guard, which is
important for accuracy.

DS Arms Mil-Spec Stock Hardware Kit - $30 + (low S&H)

Nothing fancy here. This is just a good, solid buffer kit with the proper finish at an insanely low price.


http://www.aimsurplus.com/product.aspx?item=XGT10MLK&name=GUNTEC+10%22+Ultra+Lightweight+Thin+M-LOK+System+Free+Floating+Handguard+with+Monolithic+Top+Rail&groupid=7010
http://www.primaryarms.com/zm4stk-k/p/zm4stk-k/

Brownells - $466 (plus S&H, excluding magazines)

Anderson Stripped Lower Receiver - $50 (plus your FFL's transfer fee)

Again, | recommend you get this at your local gun shop. But if you don't want to, then here's a good
price on a good lower.

Brownells Mil-Spec M16 Bolt Carrier Group (Nitride version) - $140

This has everything you should look for in a Bolt Carrier Group. It's HPT and MPI, shot-peened bolt, M16
profile, and proper materials used for everything. Plus you can get it with a Nitride finish which is FAR
superior to Parkerizing, and it's only $10 more. All of this at a good price is a big win.

Brownells B-TAC Nitrided 5.56 Barrel - $106

These are excellent budget barrels and seem to be quite accurate for the (very low) price. They are mid-
length and have a 1:7 twist so they can handle the heavier 5.56 bullets just fine. To top it off, they are
Nitride treated for amazing corrosion resistance and long barrel life.

Aero Precision Assembled Upper Receiver - $100

| love Aero Precision because their stuff is very high quality. This Upper has the dust cover and forward
assist already installed, but they do make a stripped version. This is a popular item, so it goes out of
stock regularly. You can wait for it to come back, or spend a few more bucks and get an Aero Precision
Upper with parts kit instead.

Magpul MOE Mil-Spec Carbine Stock - $38

This stock is probably the best bang for your buck that you can buy, and much better than the cheap,
wobbly ones that come on low end AR15s. It's not fancy, but it's tough, durable, and at a price your
wallet won't complain about.


http://bit.ly/2dIZxxg
http://bit.ly/2dreJ7Z
http://bit.ly/2cSwtCY
http://bit.ly/2dediEA
http://bit.ly/2dRS8NH
http://bit.ly/2dRS8NH
http://bit.ly/2dIZBx9

Brownells (Continued)

YHM Low Profile Gas Block - $20

Yankee Hill Machine isn't one of the better known brands. But everything I've seen from them has been
very good quality. Some of their prices are high, but not on this little guy.

Brownells Nitride Mid-Length Gas Tube - $10

Gas tubes are universally basically the same. This one is basic other than the wear and corrosion
resistant Nitride finish.

Brownells Crush Washer - $2

This is needed to properly attach the flash hider to the barrel. Like Gas tubes, AR-15 crush washers are
all basically the same. If you are building a 5.56 rifle, get the 1/2". If you are building a 300 Blackout or
6.5 Grendel, get the 5/8".

Magpul Gen 2 PMAGS (Magazines) - $13, (If don't already have magazines)

Yes, | know you probably have a ton of these paying around, and for good reason. These are some of
the best, cheapest and most common magazines for AR-15 rifles. You can also get the Gen3 PMAGs, but
unless you are using something other than an AR-15, they won't provide any advantage. (The Gen 3
PMAG's design was altered slightly to work better with non-AR-15 designs) | have PMAGs in my ~$2400
AR-15 if that tells you my opinion of them.


http://bit.ly/2e1c3MP
http://bit.ly/2ds2SnR
http://bit.ly/2dJuCXe
http://bit.ly/2duOWFN
http://bit.ly/2esDtsS

Joe Bob Outfitters - $98 (free S&H on orders over 590)

Rock River Arms A2 Flashhider - $7

Rock River Arms makes very high quality AR-15 parts, and this is no exception. This is identical to the
standard muzzle device on the United States Military rifles. This part is NOT NEEDED for a 300 Blackout
or 6.5 Grendel variant. (They require a different thread)

Gas Tube Roll Pin - $1.50

Nothing fancy here. This pin is used to attach the Gas tube to the Gas block.

Muzzle Shim Kit - $4.50

This is an OPTIONAL item, but | recommend it. It is used to properly "time" the flashhider to ensure it's
rotated to the correct position when installed. You might not need it. However it's only $4.50 so | think
it's better to have it and not need it, then need it and not have it.

If you are building a 300 Blackout or 6.5 Grendel, use this larger shim kit instead.

Rock River Arms Lower Parts Kit - $62

Again, Rock River makes excellent stuff. This is the best Lower parts kit I've ever worked with, and it's
only a couple bucks more than the ultra cheap ones. (which are also ultra crappy)

Spike's tactical Forged Charging Handle - $23

This is a basic charging handle, except for the fact that it's forged. Forging is produces stronger parts
than most other manufacturing methods.


http://www.joeboboutfitters.com/A2_Flash_Hider_223_p/rra-ar0001a2.htm
http://www.joeboboutfitters.com/AR_Gas_Tube_Roll_Pin_p/brn-430-000-432.htm
http://www.joeboboutfitters.com/product_p/pws-shim.htm
http://www.joeboboutfitters.com/product_p/pws-shim-308.htm
http://www.joeboboutfitters.com/Rock_River_Lower_Parts_Kit_Single_Stage_Trigger_AR_p/rra-ar0120.htm
http://www.joeboboutfitters.com/Spike_s_Tactical_Charging_Handle_Forged_p/sp-suh100f.htm

Sights / Optics

Sights aren't included in the "sub $700" price point because everyone wants something different. But
here are a few options to get you started.

Magpul "MBUS" Folding Back up Iron Sights - $75 (for a set)

You'll need both a Front Sight and a Rear Sight, and don't let the low cost fool you. These are workhorse

sights that can take real beating. Check out this Drop test, then read the author's comments on his own

blog. These are impressively tough and durable sights. | met someone who used them on a .50 BMG
and said they held zero perfectly!

Bushnell TRS-25 Red Dot Sight with Riser - $97

Here's another tough but inexpensive sight. It's a great option if you want a good red dot sight, but
don't want to pony up for an Aimpoint.

Primary Arm 1-6x24 Scope with ACSS Reticule - $270

This is the Scope that currently sits on top of my $2400 AR-15. (/ went all out on every single part) |
absolutely LOVE this scope. The Clarity is excellent, it's very durable, and the reticule is as close to
perfection as I've ever seen. Check out this Youtube Video for a full complete explanation of just how
amazing and effective it is.

You'll also need a scope mount. | picked the Aero Precision Ultralight 30mm SPR Scope Mount for my

rifle. If you want something else, just make sure you get an extended SPR style mount. The extra
forward room to mount the scope will come in handy.


http://amzn.to/29eil4T
http://amzn.to/29L7mBT
http://kitup.military.com/2012/07/back-up-iron-sight-drop-test.html
http://www.vuurwapenblog.com/reviews/tests/buisoptic-drop-test/
http://www.vuurwapenblog.com/reviews/tests/buisoptic-drop-test/
http://amzn.to/29fIEge
http://amzn.to/2dsfoUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iwdlz5lUXtY
http://amzn.to/2duUoem

6.5 Grendel Variant

This will certainly NOT be under $700, but it will be a very good 6.5 Grendel rifle for a great price. The
parts list is the same as above except the barrel, bolt, magazines, muzzle device, and crush washer.

Brownells 6.5 Grendel Barrel (made by Satern) - $299

It's rare that very good and very cheap are found in the same product. The Brownells 6.5 Grendel

barrels are made by Saturn and have a reputation for excellent accuracy. They are also the improved

Grendell Il chamber and come with a matched bolt. Best of all is the price. At 300 bucks, they're an
absolute steal.

(NOTE: If you get the 24" barrel, be sure to get a Rifle Length gas tube instead of mid-length)

A2 Style Flashider - $22

This is exactly like the 5.56 version, but will a bigger hole to allow the bigger bullet and proper thread to
screw onto the barrel. There are other/better options though (/ink to search)

5/8 Crush washer - $2

The .30 caliber Muzzle (which the 6.5 Grendel uses) require a larger thread size than the 5.56. This is
simply a standard Crush washer for the larger 5/8 threads.

E-Lander 6.5 Grendel Magazines - $18 - $20

There are others mags that work, but the reviews on these are fantastic. They're a little heavier because
they're made of steel, but they're also built like a tank.

NOTE: | would buy the complete bolt carrier group in the 5.56 parts list, then simple swap in the Grendel
bolt. To get just the bolt carrier, firing pin, cam pin, and cotter pin, you'd be spending just as much as a
complete Bolt Carrier Group, only this was you'll have a spare 5.56 bolt. (Never a bad thing)


http://bit.ly/2esx6pC
http://bit.ly/2esx6pC
http://bit.ly/2esx6pC
http://www.65grendel.com/forum/showthread.php?8682-18-quot-brownells-grendel-barrel-review
http://bit.ly/2esFZ2q
http://bit.ly/2enskLQ
http://bit.ly/2esyCYM
http://bit.ly/2epiv1J
http://www.shopalexanderarms.com/6_5_Grendel-Magazines.html

300 Blackout Variant

The best thing about 300 Blackout is that the only thing you need to change vs a 5.56 rifle is the barrel,
muzzle device and Crush washer. Also, because it has a different length gas system, make sure you get
the Carbine length gas tube instead of a Mid-Length Gas tube.

300 Blackout Barrel - $106

This is almost exactly the same as the Barrel for the 5.56 version, only in 300 Blackout. It's a good solid
barrel with a nitride finish at a great price.

A2 Style Flashider - $22

This is exactly like the 5.56 version, but will a bigger hole to allow the bigger bullet and proper thread to
screw onto the barrel.

5/8 Crush washer - $2

The .30 caliber muzzle devices use a larger thread size than the 5.56. This is simply a standard Crush
washer for the larger 5/8 threads.


http://bit.ly/2esFZ2q
http://bit.ly/2enxfwD
http://bit.ly/2enskLQ
http://bit.ly/2epiv1J

